
1 

 

 

*98 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN: DAVID BURNETT 

Firstly, my apologies for the lack of Signal Post newsletters this year, I will remedy this as the year rolls on. 

Port Adelaide Railway works 

On Thursday last – 20 June 2019, we received advice that works on the proposed extension of the Adelaide Metro 

service to Jacketts siding (Port Dock) were to cease immediately as the Government wanted to conduct an 

independent North West Public Transport Strategy Development paper. A new SA Government team has been 

assembled, to look at where we are now and why and what is the best long-term solution for public transport in this 

area. The Executive Officer and I will meet with the Government representatives in the next week or so to discuss 

what exactly this means for the NRM. Once we have some clear advice, I will be in touch.  

Exciting News 

In November 2018, The National Railway Museum made a submission to the South Australian Government for 

infrastructure improvements. 

The submission addressed personally to the Premier of South Australia underwent very strenuous scrutiny through 

many levels of Government. 

Meetings were held at the NRM describing what the submission was about. 

Many months passed with silence. 

In mid-June we were advised of the outcome of the submission and I am absolutely delighted that in the South 

Australian budget that has just been released, the NRM has been successful in the funding submission and we have 

been approved one-off funding of $300,000.00, to be spent between July 2019 and March 2020. 

To say we are thrilled is an understatement. 

As you all know we do not have sufficient undercover space for our collection.  

It is intended that we will construct a 90-metre cover over a proposed multi-gauge rail siding adjacent to the Fluck 

pavilion. The extent of the siding will enable us to cover our Redhens 400/321, Bluebird 257 Kestrel, Diesel 

Locomotives 801 & 515. By putting our operational locomotives in one place it will eliminate time consuming and 

labour intensive work associated with accessing and repositioning heritage rolling stock located in conflicting areas.  
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This in turn will free up other undercover area to enable us to reposition other heritage rolling stock from the 

elements. We are currently working through which rolling stock should be placed under cover. 

Obviously the decision may please some and not others, but again we have the flexibility to change things around. 

The one move that makes complete sense is to position Budd railcar CB1 under the diesel shed, where 801 and 515 

were stored.   CB1 being 26m in length takes up virtually all that space.  Steam loco 752, which has been subject to 

various grizzles about it remaining in the open, is a key contender, particularly as it’s owned by the SA Government.  

Additionally historic diesel loco 930 is another item that can fit in the subsequent space.   However, the Curator and 

Collection team members are sure to give their advice to the Board. 

In another piece of really important news, and directly related to the new cover project, is that Australian Rail Track 

Corporation (ARTC) has agreed to undertake substantial realignment of the existing Peronne narrow gauge running 

track (and now under the new pavilion extension) and for it to be re-laid as triple gauge with new timber sleepers 

provided to us from the Port Dock station project.  This will permit the storage of items as listed above, but also the 

flexibility of still running Peronne through the new building, using the new track connection. 

I want to thank publicly our Executive Officer, Bob Sampson who without his enormous input with this amazing 

addition to cover at the museum and multi-gauge track work, would not have become a reality. 

We have also been fortunate enough to receive a grant of $15,000 from the History Trust of South Australia (HTSA), 

which will assist in partially funding the purchase of a new server setup for the NRM archives. This will allow the 

NRM to better protect its digital collections, and ensure that future photographic collections coming to the NRM, 

many of which are likely to be digital, can be stored with confidence. We thank the HTSA for their support. 

If you would like to donate to this project, please print and fill out a Server Donation Form, which can be found on 

the Donations & Bequests page of the NRM website, and send the form to: 

National Railway Museum 

PO Box 3153 

Port Adelaide SA 5015  

Renegotiation of our Licence Agreement with the History Trust 

It is a good time for us to discuss our Licence Agreement with the South Australian Government. The current 

agreement is basically the same one that was signed in 1988. We have already had an initial meeting with officials of 

the History Trust of SA. These negotiations will continue for the next couple of months. 

We are about to move into the most eventful time in the museum’s history and we look forward to it progressing. 

As you can see there has been an enormous amount going on and what I have reported is the major matters. There 

is a lot more going on to keep the museum in a strong position financially and operationally. 

We will give more detailed advice on what I have raised here as well as other matters at our next members meeting 

on Friday 26 July 2019, 7.30pm at the West Adelaide Football Club 

As always, if you have questions, queries or concerns please email me at chair@nrm.org.au  

Keep warm and well 

Kind regards 

David 
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